
About
This floor lamp, designed in 1963 for the civic buildings of Chandigarh, 
reflects Le Corbusier’s integrated approach to architecture, furniture, 
and lighting within the context of the Indian capital project. Conceived 
as part of the total design vision for the city’s administrative and 
institutional interiors, the lamp embodies the functional rigor and 
industrial aesthetic characteristic of his late work.
Produced by the Government Workshops in Chandigarh, the lamp 
stands as part of a broader body of furnishings created specifically for 
the city’s public buildings. Its documentation in key scholarly referen-
ces underscores its significance within the canon of mid-century 
modern design and the Indo-European modernist dialogue that 
defined Chandigarh’s realization.

Biography
Charles-Édouard Jeanneret (Switzerland, 1887 – Roquebrune-Cap-Martin, 
France, 1965), known as Le Corbusier, was one of the most influential 
architects and urban planners of the 20th century. Working mainly in France, 
he was also a painter, writer, and designer, and a leading figure of the modern 
architectural movement.
In 1922 he opened an architectural studio in Paris with his cousin Pierre 
Jeanneret. Later they collaborated with designer Charlotte Perriand, creating 
iconic modern furniture pieces that were presented at the Salon d'Automne.
Proportion was central to Le Corbusier’s philosophy. He developed the 
Modulor, a system based on the human body and the golden ratio to guide 
architectural design. His ideas were expressed in projects such as Villa 
Savoye, which embodied his principles of modern architecture.
¡After World War II, he focused on solving housing shortages through 
large-scale residential projects like the Unité d’Habitation and later applied 
his urban planning vision to the design of Chandigarh. A founding member of 
the Congrès International d'Architecture Moderne, he played a key role in 
shaping modern urban planning.
Before his death in 1965, he established the Fondation Le Corbusier in Paris 
to preserve his archives, drawings, and writings for future generations.

Floor lamp model "Diabolo" (Green and Yellow Model)
Manufactured by Government Workshops, Chandigarh

France, 1963
Steel, painted aluminum

Measurements
29 × 56 × 213h cm
11,5 × 22 × 84h in

Provenance
Chandigarh, India
Private Collection

Details
Manufacturer’s Label
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