
Biography
Ubunji Kidokoro  (1902-1990) was a Japanese designer and architect 
recognized for his refined contribution to the emergence of modern 
design in Japan during the mid-20th century. Trained in both traditio-
nal carpentry and architectural design, he developed a practice rooted 
in precision, balance, and respect for material integrity.

Kidokoro’s work reflects a deep dialogue between tradition and 
modernity, combining the structural clarity of modernist principles 
with the tactile warmth and subtle irregularity of Japanese craftsmans-
hip. His furniture and interiors—often composed of wood and 
metal—embody a restrained elegance and a sense of quiet functionali-
ty that anticipated the enduring aesthetics of postwar Japanese 
design.

Through his designs, Kidokoro contributed to shaping a new visual 
language for modern living in Japan, one that honored heritage while 
embracing the possibilities of industrial production and contemporary 
form.

Lounge Chair
Commissioned by Mitsukoshi Ltd.

Manufactured by Chikukousha
Japan, c. 1937

Bamboo

Measurements
83 × 44 × 62h cm

32,7 × 17,3 × 24,4h in

Provenance
Private collection, Tokyo
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