
About
This pair of Conoid Chairs exemplifies George Nakashima’s mastery in 
revealing the inherent spirit and character of wood. Produced in 1973 by 
the Nakashima Studio, the chairs are crafted in American black walnut with 
hickory spindles—an iconic material combination within Nakashima’s work.
The design showcases a sculpted seat, hand-shaped backrest, and the 
signature angled spindle configuration, which provides both structural 
integrity and a sense of openness. Their graceful tapering legs and the 
organic flow of the walnut grain highlight Nakashima’s philosophy of 
working with the wood rather than imposing forms upon it.
Embodying a balance of simplicity, craftsmanship, and natural elegance, 
these Conoid Chairs are considered among the most celebrated seating 
designs produced by the studio. This pair has remained in a private collec-
tion, preserving its historical and aesthetic integrity.

Biography
George Nakashima (1905–1990) was a master woodworker, architect, 
and one of the leading figures of 20th-century studio furniture design. 
Born in Spokane, Washington, Nakashima studied architecture at the 
University of Washington and later earned a master’s degree from MIT. 
After travels in France, India, and Japan, he developed a design 
philosophy that united Eastern spirituality with modernist precision.
During World War II, Nakashima was interned in Idaho, where he met a 
Japanese carpenter who taught him traditional hand-tool techni-
ques—an experience that deeply shaped his practice. After the war, he 
established his studio in New Hope, Pennsylvania, where he crafted 
one-of-a-kind pieces from solid slabs of wood, emphasizing natural 
edges, visible joinery, and organic imperfection.
His collaboration with Japan’s Sakura Seisakusho from the late 1960s 
helped bring his designs to a wider international audience. Nakashi-
ma’s works are held in major museum collections, including the Metro-
politan Museum of Art and the Smithsonian Institution. His legacy 
continues through the Nakashima Woodworkers studio, now directed 
by his daughter, Mira Nakashima.

Pair of Chairs Model "Conoid"
Manufactured by Sakura Seisakusho

Japan, 1973
Wood

Measurements
56 × 50 × 89h cm

22 × 19,7 × 34,9h in

Details
Manufacturer's label
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