
About
This custom version of the Mira Chair demonstrates a rare, client-specific 
adaptation within the Nakashima/Sakura Seisakusho production. Although 
dimensioned as a dining chair, it features the footrest typically reserved for 
the high-chair model—an unusual configuration suggesting a special 
commission.
The chair reflects the characteristic craftsmanship associated with the 
Japan-produced Nakashima line: a sculpted solid-wood seat carved from a 
single thick plank, gentle curvatures for comfort, and a balanced, quiet 
presence. Despite the addition of a footrest—functionally unnecessary at 
standard dining height—the chair retains visual harmony, and using the 
footrest surprisingly enhances the sense of groundedness and ease.
Wear is present on the seat and backrest, but the piece maintains its 
structural integrity and aesthetic coherence, exemplifying the longevity and 
tactile beauty of hand-crafted wood furniture.

Biography
George Nakashima (1905–1990) was a master woodworker, architect, 
and one of the leading figures of 20th-century studio furniture design. 
Born in Spokane, Washington, Nakashima studied architecture at the 
University of Washington and later earned a master’s degree from MIT. 
After travels in France, India, and Japan, he developed a design 
philosophy that united Eastern spirituality with modernist precision.
During World War II, Nakashima was interned in Idaho, where he met a 
Japanese carpenter who taught him traditional hand-tool techni-
ques—an experience that deeply shaped his practice. After the war, he 
established his studio in New Hope, Pennsylvania, where he crafted 
one-of-a-kind pieces from solid slabs of wood, emphasizing natural 
edges, visible joinery, and organic imperfection.
His collaboration with Japan’s Sakura Seisakusho from the late 1960s 
helped bring his designs to a wider international audience. Nakashi-
ma’s works are held in major museum collections, including the Metro-
politan Museum of Art and the Smithsonian Institution. His legacy 
continues through the Nakashima Woodworkers studio, now directed 
by his daughter, Mira Nakashima.

Chair Model "Mira" (Special Custom Version)
Manufactured by Sakura Seisakusho 

Japan, 1970s
Solid wood 

Measurements
42 × 50 × 71h cm

16,5 × 19,7 × 28h in

Details
Stamped with manufacturer's label. 

(Branded with Nakashima, Sakura Seisakusho, and lot 
number).

Edition
Custom-made special order piece (non-standard 

configuration)
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