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KENJI FUJIMORI

Set of 4 "Zaisu" Floor Chairs
Manufactured by Tendo Mokko
Japan, 1961

Wood

Measurements (each)
33 x 49,5 x 40h cm
13x19,5x15,8hin

Provenance
Private collection, Tokyo
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Details
Stamped with manufacturer’s label

109 Carrer Lull
08005 Barcelona

Notes

The Floor Chair designed by Kenji Fujimori for Tendo Mokko is a refined
example of contemporary Japanese design that balances comfort,
craftsmanship, and minimalism. Created with a deep respect for traditional
Japanese seating culture, the chair is intended to be used directly on the
floor, encouraging a closer relationship with the surrounding space and
promoting a relaxed posture. Fujimori's design combines Tendo Mokko's
advanced wood-bending techniques with a clean, modern aesthetic. The
gently curved plywood structure supports the natural contours of the body,
while the soft upholstered seat provides comfort without excess. Its low,
elegant profile allows it to blend seamlessly into both modern and traditio-
nal interiors.

More than a piece of furniture, the Floor Chair reflects the Japanese
philosophy of seijaku — quiet refinement — and embodies the idea that
simplicity can enhance the user’s everyday experience. Through this work,
Kenji Fujimori continuedTendo Mokko's legacy of fusing craftsmanship with
contemporary design sensibility.

Biography

Kenji Fujimori was a Japanese industrial designer active in the postwar
decades, best known for his collaboration with Tendo Mokko. Although little
is documented about his life, his work contributed meaningfully to the rise of
Japanese modern design during the 1950s and 1960s, a period marked by
innovations in molded plywood and the fusion of craftsmanship with moder-
nist principles.

His most notable creation is the Zaisu, a legless floor chair produced by
Tendo Mokko in the early 1960s. Its compact, ergonomic form and refined
simplicity made it ideally suited to tatami interiors and a lasting symbol of
modern Japanese domestic design. The Zaisu received the Good Design Long
Life Design Award and remains in circulation, reflecting its enduring relevan-
ce.

Fujimori is also believed to have designed variations of slatted lounge and
stacking chairs in veneers such as keyaki and maple, all characterized by a
crafted minimalism and understated warmth. Though biographical details are
scarce, his work embodies the values that defined Tendo Mokko's postwar
vision: functional beauty, material innovation, and cultural continuity.
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