
About
Designed by Kenzo Tarumi, the Zaisu Rocking Chair exemplifies Japanese 
modern design’s harmony of tradition and innovation. Inspired by floor-le-
vel tatami seating, it combines natural materials, organic curves, and 
refined ergonomics to create a soothing, meditative experience. Crafted 
with precision by Tendo Mokko, the chair’s fluid form and balanced 
proportions embody simplicity, comfort, and timeless elegance—bridging 
the aesthetics of Japanese heritage with contemporary living.

Biography
Kenzo Tarumi (1921 - 1989) was a Japanese designer and craftsman whose 
work embodies the quiet harmony between material honesty and refined 
modern form. Active during the postwar decades, Tarumi explored the 
expressive potential of wood and natural fibers, developing furniture and 
objects that balanced simplicity, proportion, and tactile beauty.

Educated within Japan’s evolving design landscape, he belonged to a 
generation that bridged the artisanal legacy of mingei with the clarity of 
modernist ideals. His creations are characterized by structural precision 
and a deep respect for the intrinsic qualities of his materials—values that 
align him with the broader movement of Japanese modern design in the 
1950s and 1960s.

Tarumi’s work continues to resonate for its understated elegance and 
timeless sense of calm, reflecting a vision where craft and design coexist in 
quiet equilibrium.

Set of four zaisu rocking chairs
Manufactured by Tendo Mokko

Japan, 1962
Zelkova plywood, fabric

Measurements
57 × 68 × 50h cm (seat height 9 cm)

22,5 × 26,8 × 20h in (seat height 3,5 in)

Provenance
Private collection, Tokyo
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Details
Awarded the Gold Prize, Tendo Mokko Furniture Design 

Competition, 1962

109 Carrer Lull                     +34 931 522 550                 info@side-gallery.com     
    08005 Barcelona                    +34 658 421 720 www.side-gallery.com

S I D E  G A L L E R Y
KENZO TARUMI


