
OLIVIER MOURGUE (1939-)

Chaise lounge model “Djinn”  
Manufactured by Airborne International  

France, 1960s 
Metal, upholstery 

Measurements 
H 63 cm x W 175 cm x D 60 cm 

H 24.81 in. x W 68.9 in. x D 23.63 in 

Provenance 
Private collection, France 

Biography   
Olivier Mourgue born in 1939 in Paris, and he is well-known for his 
furniture design, but he is also a painter and landscape designer. 
Olivier Mourgue studied interior design at the ‘Ecole Boulle’ and 
furniture design at the ‘l’Ecole Nationale Superieure des Arts 
Decoratifs’ in Paris graduating in 1960. Additionally, Oli- vier Mourgue 
trained from 1958 to 1961 in Finland and also in Sweden where he 
worked for Maurice Holland, Nordiska Kom- paniet in Stockholm. 

Olivier Mourgue worked with the French manufacturer ‘Airbor- ne 
International’ (located in Montreuilsous-Bois, France) from 1963. At 
Airborne, Olivier Mourgue designed his well-known classic Djinn 
chairs (1965) made famous by ‘2001: A Space Odyssey’ by Stanley 
Kubrick. Stanley Kubrick created a fu- turistic rotating Hilton hotel in 
Space. In it, the Djinn chairs re- ceived their lasting moment of fame. 
The Djinn chairs feature a wave-like, low-slung silhoette. Olivier 
Mourgue named the chairs ‘Djinn” which In Muslim legend, a spirit 
often capable of assuming human or animal form and exercising 
supernatural in uence over people. Stanley Kubrick destroyed all the 
sets and props of ‘2001: A Space Odyssey’, afraid that they might 
fall into the hands of lesser directors. 
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