
Biography
Gae Aulenti was born in 1927. She graduated from the Polytechnic 
University of Milan in 1953.
In 1964, Gae Aulenti was selected to design the Italian pavilion of the 
13th Milan Biennale of architecture.
During the 80s, the architect worked on two very important Parisian 
projects: the transformation of the gare d’Orsay in a museum and the 
rearrangement of the national centre of art and culture Georges-Pom-
pidou. In 1987, French president François Mitterrand decorated Gae 
Aulenti with the Légion d’honneur, highest French order of merit.
In 1991, she received the Japanese prize ‘Praemium Imperiale’.
These events enabled her to acquire international renown.
We owe Gae Aulenti some iconic pieces of Italian design, such as the 
famous ‘Pipistrello’ lamp or the ‘La Ruspa’ light both for Martinelli Luce, 
or the ‘Tavolo con ruote’ for Fontana Arte.
Gae Aulenti passed away in October 2012 in Milan, at 84.

Table lamp model “La Ruspa”
Manufactured by Martinelli Luce

Italy, 1968
White enameled metal

Measurements
30 cm diameter x 58 cm height.

11,82 in diameter x 12,84 in height.

Literature
Repertorio, Gramigna, pg. 283.

Details
Adjustable arm on the base and independent 

rotatives reflectors can diffuse direct or indirect 
light.
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